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 In September 2013 the Mayor of London set up the independent London 
Health Commission to come up with innovative ways to meet London’s 
health and healthcare needs. The Commission will report back to the 
Mayor with a set of ambitious recommendations in Autumn 2014. To 
inform this work a ‘Call for Evidence’ was made in December 2013 
asking the public, service providers and all other interested parties a 
range of questions. A Tri-borough response is being developed for the 
deadline for written submissions on Friday 17 January 2014. A draft of 
the submission will be tabled at the Board meeting on 13 January 2014 
for comment. 
 
 
URGENCY 
 
By reason of special circumstance, namely the deadline for written 
submissions on Friday 17 January 2014, the Chairman is of the opinion 
that this item should be considered as a matter of urgency in 
accordance with s.100B(4) of the Local Government Act 1972. 
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1.   INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1   In September 2013 the Mayor of London set up the independent London 

Health Commission to come up with innovative ways to meet London’s 
health and healthcare needs. Lord Ara Darzi is chairing the Commission, 
which has four specific themes: 
• Improving the quality and integration of care 
• Enabling high quality and integrated care delivery 
• Healthy lives and reducing inequalities 
• Health economy, research and education 

 
1.2   The Commission will report back to the Mayor with a set of ambitious 

recommendations in Autumn 2014. To inform this work a ‘Call for 
Evidence’ (Appendix 1) was made in December 2013 asking the public, 
service providers and all other interested parties a range of questions. 
 

1.3  A Tri-borough response is being developed for the deadline for written 
submissions on Friday 17 January 2014. A draft of the submission will be 
tabled at the Board meeting on 13 January 2014 for comment. 
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1.4   Further information on the London Health Commission can be found at 
www.london.gov.uk/london-health-commission. 

 
2.   RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1   The Board will be asked to comment on the draft Tri-borough submission 

tabled at the meeting. 
   

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2000 
LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS USED IN PREPARING THIS REPORT 

 
No. 
 

Description of 
Background Papers 

Name/Ext  of holder of 
file/copy 

Department/ 
Location 

1. n/a   
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11 December 2013 
 
 
Dear colleagues 
 
In September the Mayor of London set up the independent London Health 
Commission to come up with innovative ways to meet London’s health and 
healthcare needs.  
 
I am chairing the Commission, which has already started a bold programme 
of work to look at four specific themes. These are:  
 

· Improving the quality and integration of care 
· Enabling high quality and integrated care delivery 
· Healthy lives and reducing inequalities  
· Health economy, research and education 

 
The Commission will report back to the Mayor with a set of ambitious 
recommendations next autumn. To inform this work, we are asking the 
public, service providers and all other interested parties a range of questions 
as part of a ‘Call for Evidence’.  
 
I would be delighted if you would contribute to this process and would 
encourage you to visit our website www.london.gov.uk/london-health-
commission , where you can find a full set of questions and details on how to 
respond. You can answer some or all of the questions and can send 
information, ideas and suggestions via email, twitter, a freepost address or 
through an online questionnaire.  
 
The deadline for written submissions is on Friday 17 January 2014. Public 
hearing sessions will then take place in January, where some contributors 
will be invited to discuss their experiences and ideas before a panel.   
 
I look forward to your valuable contribution. If you have any queries, please 
email healthcommission@london.gov.uk or call 020 7932 9073. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Professor the Lord Darzi of Denham PC KBE FRS FmedSci HonFREng 
Chairman 
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Call for Evidence Questions  10 December 2013 

Improving the quality and integration of care 
• What has been successful in improving the quality of London’s healthcare?   
• What are the main challenges to improving the quality of London’s healthcare?  
• What are London’s most important future health and care needs? 
• How can we accelerate existing approaches that support high quality and more 

integrated care?  
• What new approaches to high quality and integrated care do we need to consider?  
• What can London learn from other cities globally about improving the quality of 

healthcare? 
 
Enabling high quality and integrated care delivery  

• What are the barriers in the healthcare system to providing high quality care?   
• What are the barriers in the healthcare system to providing more integrated care?  
• How can enabling factors (such as workforce, technology, information, financing, 

estates and commissioning) support the delivery of better quality of care?  
• How can enabling factors (such as workforce, technology, information, financing, 

estates and commissioning) support the delivery of more integrated care?  
• How can new technology help improve health at scale? 
• Does London get the right share of funding to support the health sector?  
• What can we learn from other cities globally about enabling the delivery of high 

quality and integrated care? 
Healthy lives and reducing inequalities 

• How can we empower individuals and use community assets to enable them to 
improve their own health? 
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• How can we better empower and support individuals and communities to put them in 
control of their own health care? 

• How can health services work better to improve health and reduce health 
inequalities?  

• What public health system approaches are needed to address the most complex 
problems (e.g. sexual health and obesity)? 

• How can we ensure that other public services (such as transport, housing, education 
and planning) provide the maximum benefit to the Londoners’ health and reduce 
chronic disease challenges (e.g. mental health and tuberculosis)?  

• How can we encourage business, employers and the voluntary sector to provide the 
maximum benefit to Londoners’ health? 

• What resources are needed to address future challenges in improving health and 
reducing inequalities in the most cost-effective way? 

• What are the strengths of London’s public health system and what can we learn from 
other cities globally about improving the population’s health, reducing health 
inequalities and maximising system working? 

 
Health economy, research and education 

• How can London’s health sector (including industry, services, research, education 
and training) best support economic growth?  

• How can health research best support London’s future needs?  
• How can health education and training best support London’s future needs?  
• How can the Academic Health Sciences Centres and Academic Health Sciences 

Networks better support London’s health and economic goals?  
• What can London learn from other cities globally about increasing the contribution of 

the health sector towards economic growth? 
 

To make a submission can do so by emailing healthcommission@london.gov.uk or writing to: 

London Health Commission 
FREEPOST LON15977 
PP22, City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London, SE1 2BR 
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